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daybreak when I was able to see where I was, and
to look about me, I started through some woods,
and by dint of scurrying on managed to rejoin the rear-
guard; there I found some friends who lout me some
money and covered me with a ragged cloak with
which I reached Kiinigsberg. Of all the horses,
uniforms, and luggage of all kinds, of which I had
more than four thousand francs' worth at the begin-
ning of the campaign, 1 have nothing left but one
pocket-handkerchief. Ho I have hud to supply myself
with headdress, boots, epaulettes, cartridge-box, arms,
uniform, linen, horses, etc., and I have not a penny.
So you see I am in a more embarrassing position than
when I received my commission, because then I had
at least a coat on my back, while now 1 iiml myself
in the condition I was in, November 30, 1788, when
my mother's monthly nurse curried me to the lire.

"I am now going to tell you a most interesting
piece of news. Since October 11, I have had the
cross, so that now I am an old knight of the Legion
of .Honor; you may judge how gratifying that in.
The delight it gave me has all passed away; 1 have
suffered so much since then that the charm of
novelty is gone; I am indeed terribly melancholy.
I have lost all my best friends; their death has been
so tragic that my whole life will be saddened* I
have seen too many horrors ever to forget them/9

The families that were in receipt of letters like
that were sad; but how much sadder those that could
receive none 1 How many were absent! for that is